
Sept. 17, 2024 – Tom Lake – by Ann Patchett
In the spring of 2020, Lara’s three daughters return to the family’s orchard in Northern Michigan. While picking 
cherries, they beg their mother to tell them the story of Peter Duke, a famous actor with whom she shared 
both a stage and a romance years before at a theater company called Tom Lake. As Lara recalls the past, her 
daughters examine their own lives and relationship with their mother and are forced to reconsider the world 
and everything they thought they knew.

Oct. 15, 2024 – French Braid – by Anne Tyler
The Garretts take their first and last family vacation in the summer of 1959. They hardly ever leave home, but 
in some ways, they have never been farther apart. Mercy has trouble resisting the siren call of her aspirations 
to be a painter, which means less time keeping house for her husband, Robin. Their teenage daughters, steady 
Alice and boy-crazy Lily could not have less in common. Their youngest, David, is already intent on escaping his 
family’s orbit, for reasons none of them understand. Yet, as these lives advance across decades, the Garretts’ 
influences on one another ripple ineffably but unmistakably through each generation. Full of heartbreak and  
hilarity, French Braid is classic Anne Tyler: a stirring, uncannily insightful novel of tremendous warmth and 

humor that illuminates the kindnesses and cruelties of our daily lives, the impossibility of breaking free from those who love us, 
and how close—yet how unknowable—every family is to itself.

Nov. 19, 2024 – Health for all: A Doctor’s Prescription for a Healthier Canada – by Jane Philpott
Jane Philpott has spent her life learning what makes people sick and what keeps people well. She has  
witnessed miracles in modern medicine. She has also watched children die of starvation in a world that has 
plenty of food. With Health for All, she sounds a clarion call for a radical disruption in a health care system 
that is broken—but not beyond repair. The vision is rooted in a deep-seated commitment to health equity. 
Decades ago, a few visionary Canadian leaders put laws in place to ensure health care insurance for all. But the 
structures to deliver that care were never fully developed as envisioned. As a result, our health systems are not 
comprehensive or well-coordinated. In the wake of a pandemic, we risk it all falling apart. More than six million 

people have no family doctor, nor any other access to primary care. Emergency rooms are routinely closed. Exhausted health 
workers wonder if it will ever get better. Some say we should hand health care over to the private sector. But to abandon our 
commitment to publicly funded health care now would only lead to more expensive and less equitable care. Philpott outlines a 
different solution—an ambitious, once-in-a-generation reset of health systems with universal access to primary care teams.

Jan. 21, 2025 – Not a Tame Lion: The Life, Teachings and Legacy of C.S. Lewis – by Terry Glaspey
One of the most brilliant minds of the twentieth century, C. S. Lewis bridged literature, philosophy, and religion. 
He taught at Oxford and Cambridge, all the while communicating in a clear, winsome manner that ordinary men 
and women could comprehend. In this biographical study Not a Tame Lion, Glaspey points out that Lewis’ life 
was as compelling as his work. He gives readers a glimpse of the character of this extraordinarily gifted man 
who believed that his sharp mind and rich imagination were to be accompanied by a sense of responsibility to 
the wider world. His continued relevance is based on his understanding of the human predicament— 
a predicament that is intellectual and moral, as well as spiritual. Lewis points the way out of this predicament, 

but it’s not an easy way. It requires submission to God’s authority, moral discipline, and integrity of action. Lewis shows how 
our lives can be lived in light of eternity and can demonstrate the hope that endures, even in these shadowlands.

Are you a reader? Do you like to discuss books that you have read? Then this group is for you. 
For more information and to register, please contact the church office at office@yorkminsterpark.com

When: Third Tuesday of each month from September 2024 to June 2025 (no December meeting)
Where: by Zoom  | Time: 7:30– 8:30 p.m.
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Feb. 18, 2025 – Dreams from My Father – by Barack Obama
In this lyrical, unsentimental, and compelling memoir, the son of a black African father and a white American 
mother searches for a workable meaning to his life as a black American. It begins in New York, where Barack 
Obama learns that his father—a figure he knows more as a myth than as a man—has been killed in a car accident. 
This sudden death inspires an emotional odyssey—first to a small town in Kansas, from which he retraces the 
migration of his mother’s family to Hawaii, and then to Kenya, where he meets the African side of his family, 
confronts the bitter truth of his father’s life, and at last reconciles his divided inheritance.

Mar. 18, 2025 – Two Tears on the Window – Kevin and Julia Garrett
In August 2014 State Security agents grabbed Julia and Kevin Garratt, accusing them of espionage. So begins 
their 775-day abduction and imprisonment in China as pawns in a political play between China, Canada and 
the United States. In shock, they were unaware of a Chinese spy arrest in Canada, giving the US “some leverage 
over China to bring a stop to more than a decade of rampant cybertheft” or that they’d become “bargaining 
chips in China’s desperate countermove”. This compelling story of a Canadian Christian couple who spent  
30 years working and raising their family in China, involved in aid, education and social enterprise is a unique 
parallel journey. From the early days teaching English in a decade of ration coupons and collective work units, 

Kevin and Julia watched with admiration as China catapulted into the modern age with unprecedented speed. In 2007, along 
with two of their children, they moved to the China/North Korea border, opened a popular coffee shop and provided aid and 
assistance for marginalized communities in Dandong, China and North Korea. Their sudden disappearance plunged them into 
a journey where survival took every breath. Through their harrowing ordeal and intense suffering comes life-changing insight. 
They find themselves part of new community of those who’ve tasted yet overcome the pain of injustice. Courage and kindness, 
friendship and faith, resonates through the ordeal with the heartbeat of a love journey.

Apr. 15, 2025 – What Every Christian Needs to Know about the Jewishness of Jesus –  
by Rabbi Evan Moffic
If you were to ask ten people, “Who started Christianity?” you might hear ten voices giving the same quick 
response: Jesus. But those ten people would be wrong. Jesus wasn’t a Christian. Jesus lived and died as a Jew. 
Understanding the Jewishness of Jesus is the secret to knowing him better and understanding his message 
in the twenty-first century. Walking through Jesus’ life from birth to death, Rabbi Evan Moffic serves as a tour 
guide to give Christians a new way to look at familiar teachings and practices that are rooted in the Jewish faith 
and can illuminate our lives today. Moffic gives fresh insight on how Jesus’ contemporaries understood him, 

 explores how Jesus’ Jewishness shaped him, offers a new perspective on the Lord’s Prayer, and provides renewed appreciation 
for Jesus’ miracles. In encountering his Jewish heritage, you will see Jesus differently, gain a better understanding of his  
message, and enrich your own faith.

May 20, 2025 – The Wind Knows My Name – by Isabel Allende
Vienna, 1938. Samuel Adler is five years old when his father disappears during Kristallnacht—the night his family 
loses everything. As her child’s safety becomes ever harder to guarantee, Samuel’s mother secures a spot for 
him on a Kindertransport train out of Nazi-occupied Austria to England. He boards alone, carrying nothing but 
a change of clothes and his violin. Arizona, 2019. Eight decades later, Anita Díaz and her mother board another 
train, fleeing looming danger in El Salvador and seeking refuge in the United States. But their arrival coincides 
with the new family separation policy, and seven-year-old Anita finds herself alone at a camp in Nogales.  
She escapes her tenuous reality through her trips to Azabahar, a magical world of the imagination. Meanwhile,  

Selena Durán, a young social worker, enlists the help of a successful lawyer in hopes of tracking down Anita’s mother.  
Intertwining past and present, The Wind Knows My Name tells the tale of these two unforgettable characters, both in search 
of family and home. It is both a testament to the sacrifices that parents make and a love letter to the children who survive the 
most unfathomable dangers—and never stop dreaming.

Jun. 17, 2025 – The Royal Librarian – by Daisy Wood
A royal palace. A closed book. A betrayal that will echo through generations … Windsor, 1940: Secretly tasked 
with foiling a suspected plot, Sophie Klein is placed in the Royal Library at Windsor castle, where the princesses 
reside. But when she learns that Windsor is compromised, Sophie must sacrifice everything she knows to save 
the future queen of England … Philadelphia, Present day: Looking through her grandmother’s papers, Lacey 
Jones comes across a mysterious letter stamped with the Windsor Castle crest. But how did it come to be in 
her family’s possession? And so begins a journey that will take Lacey deep into the heart of the oldest inhabited 
castle in the world, and change her life forever.


